
A Christmas Word 

I John 4:7-12 

December 21, 2014 

 

This year’s Christmas word is love. I’m not talking about some kind of 

mystical feeling like the hallmark channel markets at Christmas. I’m not 

talking about trying to make ourselves feel better by helping someone in 

need. Christmas is about the kind of love that comes out of the heart of 

God in the greatest display of sacrifice for the least deserving—sinners. A 

love that is rich, powerful, and life-giving. A love that we call agape.  

 

We know that God’s love (agape) was the power that put Christmas and 

the cross into motion. We know this by the witness of [I John 4:7-19].  

 

If Christmas will have substance and meaning, then we need to make 

much of God’s love. We need to know, experience and share God’s love. 

How do we make the most of God’s love? 

 

1. We must make much of God, who is love. Vs. 8 tells us that God 

is love. By nature He is love and therefore His character defines 

what true agape love is. And so the only way to truly benefit 

from God’s love is to make God Himself the center of our lives 

and the object of our affections.  

 

If I were to give you just one motivation to read and daily 

meditate on Scripture this year, it would be to know God. Many 

of us may have given up on routine Bible reading and meditation 

because we think we already know God and would say that we 

love Him. After all we know the right language to describe God’s 

character—love, mercy, justice, compassion, faithfulness, etc. 

But do we truly know Him in these ways? If we truly know and 

love God—if we are truly abiding in His love, then we will want to 

be with Him and see Him as often as we can in His word.  

 

Illus: Imagine Andy Hart saying, “I love my girls and I’ve seen 

them play hundreds of basketball games. Why would I need to 

go and watch them again tonight? I think I’ll stay home and 

watch TV instead.” He would never say that! Why? Because he 

loves his kids and therefore he takes delight in seeing them in 

action—doing what they excel at.  

Imagine Amy Fry saying to her kids, “You know that I love—

there’s no question about that, so there’s really no need for you 

to come home from college or seminary. Just save the gas 

money; a phone call will do.” She’d never say that! Why because 

those we love we want to see and experience the blessing of 

having them near us.  

 

We will never truly experience the fullness of God’s love until He 

Himself is the supreme treasure of our hearts and His nearness 

to us through the Word is our passion because God is love. Love 

is not some abstract thing He gives to us. He gives Himself to us.  

 

2. We must see and cherish Christ and His cross as the perfect and 

ultimate expression of God’s love. [vs. 9] The way that God’s 

love was made visible so that we could see and experience it was 

by sending His only begotten Son into the world. This is where 

we find God’s love to be the motivation behind Christmas. God 

displayed His love by sending His Son into the world. Why? “So 

that we might live through Him.” 

 

Vs. 10 goes on to explain how God’s love sent Christ to give us 

life by taking upon Himself the judgment for our sin. [vs 10] So 

the purpose of Christmas, the reason God sent His Son into the 

world, was to be a propitiation for our sins. What does 

propitiation mean? It means Christ became the wrath-absorbing 

sacrifice for our sins so completely that God’s wrath toward our 



sin was fully spent on Christ and His justice so perfectly satisfied, 

that the only remaining attitude toward those who are in Christ, 

is God’s favor.  

 

 Here in vs. 10 we see the extent of God’s love:  

� God gave what was most precious to Him—His Son! 

� God gave to the greatest extent—death. 

� God gave for the benefit of the least deserving—sinners.  

 

Never has there been a greater manifestation of love! In fact vs. 

18 calls it “perfect  love.” [vs. 15-18]. Perfect love is love without 

fear of punishment. This is the love offered to us in Christ and 

the same love we can offer others because Christ has already 

taken our punishment upon Himself so perfectly that only God’s 

favor remains—a love that will discipline us, yes,  but not out of 

judgment but out of love for our good.  

 

3. We must reflect God’s love to the world by loving one another. 

[vs. 11] If God so agapes us, we also ought to agape one another. 

How did God agape us? By seeking our good at His own expense 

even though we didn’t deserve it. He extended grace to us.  

 

Don’t miss the beautiful picture that 1 John 4 is painting for us. 

God is love. But we could not see Him and so He sent His Son 

into the world so that we could experience the perfection of His 

love through grace and live through Him. If we are going to live 

through Christ then we will love like Christ loved us; we will seek 

the other person’s good at our own expense. And so John says, 

let’s love one another in the same way—let’s love one another 

through Christ. The world has not seen God and they don’t know 

Christ so let’s allow Him to live through us and make God’s love 

visible through our grace-powered love for one another.  

 

Vs 12 says that if love one another, God abides in us, and His love 

is perfected in us. The idea here is that God’s love is made 

complete in us (NIV)—its purpose is fulfilled. For example, we 

might say that when we agape one another, God’s love blossoms 

in us. The purpose of a seed is to produce a plant which reaches 

its climax of glory in a beautiful blossom for all to see. God’s love 

reaches the climax of its glory when it is seen—when it blossoms 

in us so the world can experience its fragrance.  

We make the most of Christmas by making much of God’s love. 

We make the most of God’s love by delighting in God Himself 

who is love, by cherishing Christ and His cross which perfected 

God’s love, stripping away the fear of punishment, and finally, by 

loving one another with the same fearless agape that Christ has 

poured into our hearts.  

 

Because of Christmas—because God sent His Son into the world to be 

the wrath-absorbing answer to our sin—we don’t have be critical of one 

another. We don’t have to be judgmental toward one another. We don’t 

have to live in fear of one another because Christ has already absorbed 

the fear-induced punishment and judgment you deserve; and He’s done 

the same for the brother or sister that you are seeking to love. “There is 

therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”—so 

we are free to love one another—seeking the other person’s good at our 

own expense.  

 

No greater gift could you give your spouse, children, neighbors, co-

workers, your church family, than to release your judgmental attitude, 

Your critical eye, or your own fear of rejection to God and love them 

freely through the cross-etched lens of the gospel. In essence to say, I 

will no longer nurture fear in our relationship by treating you as though 

Christ had not died to absorb the consequences of your sin.  

 


